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Summer Sunday School Classes for All Ages 

9:30 - 10:30 weekly 

June 11 - August 13 

Garber holds Sunday School throughout the year!  We want our Garber Family to always be in study about 
our Lord Jesus Christ, our faith, our church, and how we relate to a secular world.  We know that many do 
travel during the summer months, kids go to camps, relatives visit.  But when you are in town, be sure to 
come to Sunday School and Worship each week!   

 

This summer the Kids in Christ Elementary Grades Sunday School will be learning about Character by God’s     
Design — Trust, Honesty, and Obedience.  Classes will continue to meet in the Children’s Education Bldg. 

 

Our Student Ministry AMX is currently going thru the story of the Old Testament and will continue this   
summer by studying the books of 1st and 2nd Samuel during the Sunday School hour. 

 

Most of the adult classes will be meeting; all classes welcome new and/or temporary members this Summer!  
Information cards listing adult class studies are available on the tables in the Ministry Center Foyer and     
Atrium, as well as the Sanctuary Narthex. 

 

If you have any questions about any of the classes or their locations, please do not hesitate to email or call 
Mary Coleman at 637-4022; mcoleman@garberumc.com.   

 

Sunday, June 4 

One Service of Worship Only 

Morris Hall at 10:00 a.m. 
Please join us for this special service where we unite all our congregation under one 
roof, blending our two unique worship styles in order to celebrate the coming of the 

Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday and honor our 2017 Graduating Seniors. 

There will be NO Sunday School on this day. 

We look forward to seeing everyone! 
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Welcome new members! 
 

Stacy and Stacy Lee joined at the Morris Hall service May 12.  Mr. Stacy works as the Chief Technology Officer for 
the Wake County Public School, and Mrs. Stacy worked as an educator in the Craven County Schools before retiring.  They 
live in Carolina Colors and enjoy reading, exercising, and spending time with their granddaughter.   
 

Ed and Ellie Roberts joined April 30 at the 11am Sanctuary service.  They live in Greenbrier and moved here from 
Naples, FL.  Ed is self-employed and has worked previously in golf course care and management.  His hobbies include  
hockey, golf, and history.  Ellie serves as the After School Program Director for the Beaufort County Schools and enjoys 
singing, opera, and gardening.   
 

Evan and Blythe Restelli and their children Aidan, Sarah, and Callie joined April 2 at the Morris Hall service.  Evan 
is a lung pulmonologist with CarolinaEast in Pollocksville, and Blythe is a reading specialist.  They moved to New Bern 
from the Pittsburgh, PA area.  Evan is in high school at Epiphany; Sarah and Callie both attend Bangert Elementary. 
 

Kate and Cooper Metts moved here from Augusta, GA and joined March 12 at the 11am Sanctuary service.  Kate is 
the Director of Camp Don Lee, the United Methodist Camp in Pamlico County.  Her son, Cooper, is a sophomore at Pamlico 
High School.  Kate’s mother is Garber member, Catherine Cooper.  Kate enjoys reading, sailing, and tennis, and Cooper  
enjoys running (he qualified for the state meet this past season!), basketball, supporting ECU football, and sailing.   
 

Sonny and Tay Roberts live in Trent Woods, grew up in New Bern and joined March 12 at the 11am Sanctuary   
service.  Sonny is retired and enjoys hunting, fishing, gardening and golf.  Tay is a realtor and enjoys gardening, cooking, 
and sewing.  Sonny and Tay’s son and daughter-in-law, Dan and Kathy, are Garber members, and their daughter, Ashley, 
also lives in Trent Woods.  The Roberts have five grandchildren, two of whom are part of our Garber family, Merritt and 
Matthew.   
 

Paul and Nina Varga have lived in New Bern for some time and are retired.  They joined during the 8am service on 
March 12.   Paul enjoys wildlife carving, fishing, and Tia Chi, and Nina enjoys reading, people watching, and Tai Chi.  They 
serve as ushers in the 8:00 service and have a daughter who also lives in New Bern. 

Kingswood notes. . . 
Another year of Kingswood has ended and we are once again counting the blessings of the Kingswood After School program! 
 

Thank you seems like such an inadequate word for all the Garber folks who have made Kingswood a part of their lives in so 
many ways this year, but here goes. . . 
THANK YOU to all of our van drivers for transporting the kids every day  

 

THANK YOU to all who provided snacks and special treats for the Kingswood Kids  
 

THANK YOU to the Garber church staff who have always made the Kingswood Kids feel like an important part of our church 
 

THANK YOU to Mrs. Laura and the Kids in Christ teachers who have taught the Kingswood Kids the stories of Jesus 
 

THANK YOU to all who made donations of money, gift cards, and supplies to the Kingswood Program 
 

And THANK YOU to our wonderful volunteers and subs who have been tutors, mentors, sometimes grandparents and trusted 
friends to our kids all year.  You are a true blessing!  I praise God for all who have made a difference in the lives of these little 
ones! 
 

Here are two notes I received from teachers who work with the kids in the Kingswood program. . . 
 

Kingswood has been a life changing experience for our students. Having daily accountability and relationships with their    
tutors has positively affected our students in and out of the classroom. Because of the Kingswood volunteers, I have seen     
behavioral problems decrease, work ethic increase, and our students become overall happier children. They know they are 
going to receive love and encouragement after school. They depend on 
this time and obviously thrive because of it. We (the teachers at 
Bangert) are so grateful for this program and their involvement in the 
community. Thank you, thank you for your daily interaction with our 
students! You are truly changing lives.      
Nicole Waters (fifth grade teacher, Bangert) 
 

In my two years at Bangert, I have seen amazing things come out of the 
Kingswood program. For some students who are behind in school, all 
they need is a little extra love and support! They definitely get that love 
and support at Kingswood. The volunteers are not just tutors who help 
with homework, they also act as that child's mentor and friend. Thank 
you so much Kingswood volunteers! You make a huge difference in 
these children's lives!     
Alyssa McEwen (second grade teacher, Bangert) 
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We Are Gearing Up For 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Campaign!!! 

Five Garber members attended a workshop in May for Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes and 
learned lots of fun ideas and interesting facts about the project.  We will be sharing those ideas with you 
over the next couple of months. 
 

One of the biggest suggestions we can make right now is for everyone to go ahead and start purchasing 

your shipping labels!  Buying them one or two at a time now is so much better than writing a big check 
at the end for the shipping ($9 per box).  To purchase shipping labels, follow these instructions: 

Go to www.samaritanspurse.org/occ, click on “Packing Your Shoe Box,” then from that drop down 
menu, “Follow Your Box Tracking Labels.”   Then follow the directions to determine how many labels 

you wish to purchase at this time and your payment type.  Once you 
print the labels that you have purchased, be sure to put them in a 

safe place where you can easily find them in November.  You do not 
have to track your shoe boxes just because you use these online    
labels, but if you would like to, there are more instructions for you 

to read. 
 

Another thing to do now is 

write a letter and take a   

picture of you and/or your 
family to include in your 

shoeboxes.  You can see 
from the picture on the left 
the excitement a child feels 

when they receive a letter 
from you! 
 

AND, please begin praying for your shoeboxes!  Pray for safe     

transportation of the shoe boxes to their final destination 
(wonder how your box will be transported — see picture above), 

no hang-ups in customs, and for the child(ren) who receive the   
special box that you packed just for them! 

Shoe Box Item of the Month: 
Water Bottles (don't forget to pack something inside the bottle 

to maximize all space)  OR  Flashlights  
(You might be able to get the flashlight in the water bottle!) 

Please note:  new rules this year — no candy or toothpaste. 
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BACKPACK BLESSINGS FINISHES THE SCHOOL YEAR STRONG! 
 

 

Our weekend food bags are all packed for the year and delivered to schools or churches, and school will be out soon!  Just a 
note to thank you all for your participation in Backpack Blessings for 2016 - 2017!  This year we have packed 31,590     
weekend food bags (Whew!), and I cannot help but think we have made a difference in the lives of a lot of children and their 
families.  THANK YOU for your participation in this important ministry! 

  
Your generous donations toward Backpack Blessings, along with donations from many other area churches, have also 
helped fund a summer food distribution for 200 families, a holiday meal for 200 families, and snacks for the evening classes 
for 3 of our area high schools.   

  
This summer we will once again begin our Summer Blessings Program, providing nutritious meal items for families whose 
children receive our Backpack Blessings food during the regular school year.  These children receive 1-2 hot meals at school 
during the year but in the summer they do not have this provision.  So each month their families can come pick up several 
boxes of groceries, including meats and fresh veggies as they are available.  Food is purchased for this program from the NC 
Food Bank and our partner store, Food Lion. 

 
We do love the opportunity in the summer to meet many of the families of those we serve during the school year.  It is a 
privilege to get to know them and share smiles, food, and the love of Christ!  Please keep these families and the Backpack 
Blessings Board in your prayers this summer as we work to stop hunger in Craven, Jones, and Pamlico Counties. 

Be a Blessing - Receive a Blessing 
 

What is it like to be a Stephen Minister?  Many of you have been blessed to have a  
Stephen Minister in your life.  I know because we Stephen Ministers hear the gratitude from 
our care receivers when a caring relationship comes to a successful close.  But what about 
us?  Let me tell you a little about what it is like to be a Stephen Minister.  Stephen Ministry 
has brought me closer to God.  Knowing that God is in control – and I am not! – makes it 
easier to listen compassionately to my care receiver, to walk with her, to be fully present 

without “fixing” whatever the issue is.  It is humbling to feel the presence of the Holy Spirit as we talk and pray, to know that I 
am bringing the healing love of Christ to every caring relationship.  It has changed my relationships with family and friends, as 
I find myself more willing to listen and less apt to try to control outcomes.  It has deepened my prayer life.  I love being a   
Stephen Minister because I see how God is working through me to change lives!  I may have been a blessing in the lives of my 
care receivers but here’s a secret:  I have been blessed many times over by the trust they place in me, their willingness to share, 
and the love that I have received from them.  It’s a wonderful gift. 
 

Do I have special skills?  No, just a willing hear t, and a commitment, to help others.  
 

Is it difficult?  Some situations are difficult, but we remember  what we fir st learned in training:  God does not call the 
equipped; He equips those whom He calls.   
 

How do I know what to say or do?  Stephen Ministers undergo 50 hours of training in everything from making the fir st 
phone call to closing out the relationship when the time comes.  We also support each other as we discuss how we are handling 
our caring relationships while always maintaining confidentiality. 
 

If you feel led by God to do something new, to give help and hope to those who need a Christian friend, to grow in your         
spiritual life, consider becoming a Stephen Minister.  Pray about it.  Talk to any of us with the blue SM badges.   A new      
training class will start in January 2018.  Watch for details in the coming months.  
 

Be a blessing! 
Marty Power 

The Garber United Methodist Women would like to thank our wonderful Garber  
members for supporting our recent bake sale.  God multiplied the loaves again.  We 

received $2,022.50 plus $200 from Rada Cutlery to be used for local missions. 
 

Ephesians 5:20 English Standard Version (ESV) 
20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father  

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
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GriefShare at Centenary UMC 
 

A new GriefShare gathering will be starting on June 5 at Centenary UMC in Room 206 at the church office    
building on 309 New St. in downtown New Bern. 
 
It will run on Mondays, 10:00am - noon,  from June 5 to Sept. 11. For information on these morning sessions or 
to register, please contact Pam Bonina at 252-497-8489 or pambonina@gmail.com 
 
Grief Share is for anyone who has lost a loved one to death - spouse, parent, child, friend or other relative. The 
sessions are a combination of video content, which will provide you with access to practical and spiritual        
guidance from a variety of experts, and group discussion, where you'll have the opportunity to learn from and 
help each other. Each session is designed to provide you with the support you need to begin to recover from your 
loss and look forward to rebuilding your life. Sessions are led by people who have themselves lost loved ones,          
understand what you are going through and want to help. You may join at any time during the 14 weeks and at 
any point in your grief recovery journey. 
 
Additional information on this program can be found at www.griefshare.org. 

FUEL Student Ministries is wrapping up the school year . . . . 
and we are looking forward to our summer events!  This year has been a wonderful time of 
growing in fellowship and learning God’s Word.  We have gone on many trips like the Sound 
District Beach Day, the high school and middle school FUEL retreats to Camp Don Lee, the 
Pilgrimage conference, and the youth ski trip.  We so appreciate the love that you, Garber 
Church, have shown us, particularly through the   weekly meals that members and groups have 
prepared for us.  Our community of youth and adult leaders has grown very close, and we look 
forward to serving God together this summer in Haiti, on ASP, and enjoying time together at 

Kingsfest, a 3-day Christian music festival at Kings Dominion Park.   
 

Considering what the summer holds, I would like to highlight a FUEL student named Rebecca Owens, who is organizing a 
Red Cross blood drive this summer.  Rebecca is a member of Garber Church and a faithful participant in our FUEL         
program.  She has demonstrated a passion for serving others.  Not only has she been on a mission trip to Guatemala, but she 
also recently went to Russia with the Garber Russia mission team.  This year in FUEL, she shared a personal testimony of 
which I have included an excerpt below that shows her passion for mission and service. 
 

Why is mission work important to me?  Before I start I would like to open with a bible verse, Matthew 5:16 says  
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven.“  When I was little, one of my closest friends and I were so determined to save the world. We picked up trash 
on the side of the road for the whole day “for fun”, we sold anything our parents would allow in a garage sale/
lemonade stand in efforts to donate to the animal shelter, we sponsored a young boy in Uganda, and we even attempted 
to start an environmental online blog. While our little 10-year-old selves tried so hard to help out the community, there 
is only so much we could do.  To me, mission work is more than just a way to help people in need, it is a way to       
combine helping people and spreading God’s love. 

 

Rebecca is heading into her senior year next fall.  As a part of her preparation for college, she has organized a blood drive 
through the Red Cross.  Her goal is to help people through this very important service.  A    major part of her responsibility 
is to recruit people to donate blood.  If you are interested in helping Rebecca by donating blood, please contact her at       
252-876-7255 or owens_rebecca@hotmail.com.  The blood drive will be held in the FUEL room on Wednesday, June 21st 
from 1 - 7 PM.  It is preferred that you register with Rebecca ahead of time. 
 

Thank you for being a church that loves and supports its youth.  We are so grateful for your partnership in ministry.  I hope 
that you all have a blessed summer! 
 

Blessings in Christ, 
 

Drew Demarest 
Director of Student Ministries 

mailto:pambonina@gmail.com
http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:owens_rebecca@hotmail.com
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Garber Celebrates 20 Years with ASP 

This summer marks the 20th year that members of the Garber family will volunteer with the Appalachia Service Project 
(ASP).  This partnership begin in 1997 with a little more than a dozen volunteers and since then over 250 Garber volunteers 
have headed to the Central Appalachian Mountains of Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky and North Carolina.  

In May, we celebrated this milestone with a delicious pig pickin’ where many past and present ASP volunteers, their families, 
friends, Prayer Partners, and others came together to reminisce on their many memories of ASP.  A special guest, Ralph Wicke, 
who brought ASP to Garber, Skyped in from his home in Pennsylvania so he could chat with the folks at the event.  Andy 
Howell, Rachel Fisher and Emily Cuttic all shared their experiences through testimonies and there was nice bluegrass music 
provided by David & Andy Howell and Matt Johnson.  To wrap up the event, a compilation video of photos was shown and 
there were lots of laughs and smiles as people recalled the past 20 years volunteering with ASP.  

While ASP is a home repair ministry meant to make homes safer, warmer and drier, it also strengthens the relationships of the 
volunteers and gives them the opportunity to show Christ’s love to the families that are served.  Garber has been blessed with 
the opportunity to be blessings to others!  Thanks be to God!  
 

If you would like to be a Prayer Partner for a member of the 2017 ASP Team this summer, please email  
GarberASP@gmail.com and you will be sent the name of a volunteer.  Your only obligation is to lift this team member in   
prayer and if you would like, attend the ASP Ice Cream Party after this summer’s trip.  

The Garber ASP family gathered for the 20 Year Celebration picture during the event.  The 
banner in the front says “We Love You Ralph,” sending the message via Skype to Ralph 
Wicke, former Garber member and founder of Garber’s ASP mission program.  For other 
event pictures and more information on ASP, visit our website connect2garber.com.   

Future ASP missionary George 
Boyle, son of Colin and Katie 
Boyle, poses in the photo booth!  
His father was a dedicated ASPer 
all thru middle & high school.  

 JOIN US THIS SUMMER!!! 
 

Preschool Summer Camp  
June 20th - 22nd and June 27th - 29th 

***Registration forms and deposits are due ASAP*** 
 

VBS and Adventure Camp 
July 17th - 21st 

***Please turn in Registration forms, safety forms and payments by June 23rd  
so that we can adequately prepare!!!*** 

 

ALL Registration and Safety forms along with more information can be found on the Garber website, 
www.connect2garber.com, under the Kids in Christ Tab.   All children are required to have a  

NOTORIZED Safety Form on file to attend summer activities.   
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! 
VBS is a 100% volunteer driven ministry.  Please help us make VBS week a huge success by signing up to volunteer.   

Contact Laura Wilkins, laurawilkins02@gmail.com.   

mailto:GarberASP@gmail.com
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Thank you to the whole Church community.   
 

A beautiful service with an incredible organ and genuine heartfelt wishes to send Sherman Campbell to his new home in 
heaven. The handmade “feast” and so many taking the time to welcome us with stories and warm hugs.  I know how         
precious all of you were to mom and dad, and you made me feel so warm and loved.  The graveside service by Pastor Banks 
was of equal need.  I did not know how important your hospitality was to my healing.  Beth, thanks for your grace when I 
needed it the most.  Jodi C. Mathies 

For he lives ill who does not believe well concerning God.  
Saint Augustine 

The City of God,  Book V, Chapter 10 
 

Hurricane Floyd was gone, but the flood waters, while receding from the smaller tributaries, 
were still rising in the major rivers.  The boards were off my windows; the parsonage roof 
was being replaced; the trees were nearly sawn; so I made my way to New Bern for a     
meeting and a lunch.  Discussing the storm and its devastation, a dear friend commented 
about hearing someone say that God had done this, that God had sent the storm, swollen the 
tributaries, flooded the homes, and taken human life.   
 

“I told them,” he said, “that God had nothing to do with it.” 
 

“Do you really want to go there?”  I asked. 
 

He gave me a puzzling look.  “What do you mean?” he asked. 
 

I answered, “Your two alternatives are equally problematic.  One makes God guilty, and the other makes God absent.  If God is 
guilty, we cannot worship Him.  If God is absent, then why do we pray to him to turn a storm?” 
 

Many events can evoke such conversations: calamity, illness, crime, loss, etc.  I have heard God blamed, and I have heard God 
defended.  To some, God is guilty; to others, God has nothing to do with it.  The horns of that dilemma leave me equally  
dissatisfied.  Therefore, for those who may be struggling with faith in their circumstances, I remind us of what we believe: God is 
not guilty and blameable, nor is God absent or weak.  God is not the source of evil.  God does not cower in the presence of evil. 
Neither is God so small that he cannot act with regard to evil. 
 

The mystery of suffering has often been a source of difficulty for Christians.  In our own church, suffering has brought some    
closer to Jesus Christ.  For others, suffering has been a reason for turning away.  Much of Holy Scripture addresses the theme.  
The Book of Revelation promises a day when every tear will be wiped from the eyes, and Genesis tells of a past before there 
were tears when all was very good.  In between, however, there is a record of a humanity fallen from God’s original intent.     
Given the gift of freedom of the will that we might freely love God and live in humble obedience, Adam and Eve and all         
humanity chose instead to carve out space to be personally sovereign.  Evil and its resultant companion, suffering, are set loose 
in the world so that even the innocent are hurt.  Thus the Bible locates the roots of evil and suffering in the abuse of human     
freedom, not in    Divine failure. 
 

Even though we rebel, God’s love remains unfailing.  Respecting the will’s freedom, God does not make human choice             
inconsequential.  He lets us choose, and he lets us live with the results of our choices.  At the same time, grace is given to all   
enabling good, restoring freedom, and inviting each to be redeemed from the tragedy of the fall.  From this account, several     
affirmations can be made in the presence of suffering. 
 

First, God is not the source of evil, neither can He be tempted by evil.  He is the giver of all good things.  (Read, if you would, 
James 1:13-18.)   Second, while God is not the source of evil and cannot be blamed for it, neither is God under its power. He has 
power over it.  He is able, therefore, to cause even the devices and plans of evil persons ultimately to bring good to those who 
love him.  (Romans 8:28; James 1:2-4.) 
 

Third, God is for us; God will not betray what He has done for us in Jesus Christ; no adversary nor adversity is strong enough to 
separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ.  (Romans 8:31-39.)    
 

Finally, God will bring every deed and every person to judgement.  Evil will never have the last word.  Make no mistake, God 
will bring all to judgement.  (Matthew 12:36, 25:31-46; Isaiah 11:1-10; 1 Peter 4:3-5; 2 Corinthians 5:10.) 
 

Surely more could be affirmed.  Hopefully these will encourage and comfort you in the truth.  Remember to live and to love as 
people redeemed in Jesus Christ.  Before the mystery of suffering, we accept our limited understanding and knowledge.  Humbly 
we turn to Him for help in need, comfort in pain, and courage for facing the days ahead.  Never do we forget his promise, “I will 
never leave you, nor will I forsake you”  (Hebrews 13:5). 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 
4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 
Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

 

Two Summer Studies Available for Women! 
Mark your calendars and join one of these two studies this summer! 

 

Monday Morning Ladies Bible Study (summer extension):  
1st Mondays (June 5, July 3, August 7) in Room 215 

 

 These ladies meet for coffee, fellowship, and a great study at 9:30 - 11:30.  This summer’s study will 
be Just Walk Across The Room by Bill Hybels.  This is a great DVD driven study.  What if taking ten steps 
across a room could point someone toward faith.  It just might change the way you walk! 
  

Women of the Word:   
 

Wednesday evenings 6:00 - 7:00 beginning June 14 thru August 9 
  Room 215 

 

 Join this new group of ladies exploring the stories of women in the Bible and learning how their  
struggles and joys relate to our own modern lives. This group will be learning about women throughout the 
Old and New Testaments, both named and unnamed, famous and infamous, and hopefully in doing so         
becoming Women of the Word and growing in relationship with Jesus.  
 

 
Nursery is provided for this class, as well as for  
Wednesday Midweek Communion at 5:00 p.m. 


